Child Protection Plan for Church Nursery’s and Sunday Schools
Our children are our most treasured possessions in the world.  Protection of them is a enormous responsibility of the church.  All church members need to be aware of the protection of our children and youth.  The following procedures are recommended to help protect our children from injury both physical and emotional, and abuse.

Nursery

· Every employee and volunteer over 18 years of age should be screened by doing a criminal background check and a registered sex offender check
· All care givers of children should fill out an application with references and the references should be checked

· For security, there should be a check in and out procedure in writing.  Each parent signs a sheet when dropping off their child and authorizes who is to pick the child up  and signs out when picking up the child
· Have a communication system to call the parent to the nursery during worship if needed.  A suggested system is a pager.  For security procedures, the pager may be returned with the number of the pager matching the child’s name, thus providing another check point for security for the 

· Each child should have a name tag so the nursery attendant knows who the child is and who the parents are in case of an emergency

· Each nursery attendant should have a current CPR and First Aid card

· There should be 2 adults in the presence of the child at all times.  No one should ever be alone with a child

· The nursery adult to child ratio should be one adult to four children

· When changing diapers, have a place that is off to the side but not in private

· There should be an emergency plan in the case of a fire or other event.  This plan should be rehearsed at least once a year.  How are two people going to quickly evacuate 8 babies?

